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Students United supports efforts to make textbooks more 
affordable.

 

Textbook costs continue to rise for students. Faculty report that their average 
textbook costs $97.40.  On average, students pay $1,200 a year for textbooks.2 An 
analysis by the Bureau of Labor Statistics states that over the past decade, the 
price of textbooks and supplies has risen four times as fast as inflation; over the 

past forty years, textbook costs rose 1,041 percent.

Textbook prices are harming students’ ability to get an education. 66.6% of 
students reported that high prices had caused them not to buy a required textbook. 
Prices also caused 45.5% to choose not to register for a course, 26.1% to drop a 
course, and 20.7% to withdraw from a course.3 The purpose of textbooks is to help 
students learn. However, these statistics show textbook costs are a factor in why 

students are not learning. 

Students United supports fully funding and expanding 
eligibility of the Pell Grant. 
 

Tuition continues to rise, leading many Minnesota students to face thousands of 
dollars of debt upon graduation. For other students, the crushing costs of higher 
education forces them to drop out. It is essential higher education is an opportunity 
for all Americans. Individuals should not be limited in their aspirations because of their 
economic circumstances and financial struggles.

Students United supports the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) policy and believes all students 

are entitled to an equitable academic and student life 
experience with all its benefits.

 

Students United supports all state university students regardless of citizenship 
and/or documentation status. DACA is an executive immigration policy that 
provides temporary deferment of deportation and work permits to some eligible 
undocumented immigrants. The current administration has stopped accepting new 

DACA applications. 
 

Students United supports universities withholding students’ documentation status 
in the absence of a court order. Students United will oppose any federal legislation 

that prohibits access to higher education on the basis of immigration status.

Students United opposes the recent Department of Education 
Title IX changes.
Concerns with the proposed changes rise from several provisions. The proposals would 
allow the accused to be able to cross-examine the accuser, which can re-traumatize victims. 
It would also narrow the definition of sexual harassment, resulting in the Department of 
Education holding universities to an even lower standard of accountability.
 

In addition, the proposed changes limit cases to incidents that happen on campus or in an 
educational program/activity. Also, the 60-day investigation requirement was replaced 
with the timeframe of “reasonable prompt.” This language is more ambiguous and 
reduces the responsibility of the campuses while now allowing for a mediation period. 
Mediation can pressure the accuser to unwillingly participate and spend time with an 
alleged assailant.1

1 - https://www.chronicle.com/article/What-You-Need-to-Know-About/245118
2 -Information found in Trends in College Pricing 2017 published by The College Board
3 - Florida Virtual Campus’ 2016 Student Textbook and Course Materials Survey


