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Pass the Federal Perkins Loan 
Program Extension Act of 2017
Students United supports the Federal Perkins 
Loan Program Extension Act of 2017.

Tuition continues to rise, leading many Minnesota 
students to face thousands of dollars in debt upon 
graduation. For other students, the burdening costs 
of higher education force them to drop out. It is 
essential we provide education opportunities to 
students. Students should not be limited in their 
aspirations because of their economic struggles.

The Perkins Loan is a low-interest federal student 
loan for undergraduate and graduate students 
with exceptional financial need that nearly 2,500 
Minnesota State university students rely on. During 
the 2014-2015 academic year, the Federal Perkins 
Loan provided over $4.4 million to Minnesota State 
university students.1

Fund and expand the eligibility of 
the Pell Grant
Students United supports fully funding and 
expanding eligibility of the Pell Grant.

For the 2014 fall semester, Minnesota State 
university students took out nearly $300 million 
in student loans. This is a crippling debt load 
students shoulder to pursue higher education. 
Students United supports the Pell Grant for aiding 
Minnesotans who are most in need of financial aid 
during their higher education careers. 

During the 2014-2015 academic year, nearly 20,000 
Minnesota State university students relied on the 
Pell Grant, which provided $71.2 million of funding to 
students.1 

Pass the Affordable College Textbook Act
Students United supports the Affordable College Textbook Act (H.R. 3840/S. 1864).

Textbook costs continue to rise for students. Faculty report that their average textbook costs $97.4 On 
average, students pay $1,200 a year on textbooks.5 This is a higher price than many students can afford with an 
overwhelming 65 percent of students saying they have not bought a textbook because of its high price.6   

The Affordable College Textbook Act would:

• Create a grant program to support pilot programs at colleges and universities to create and expand the use 
of open textbooks with priority for those programs that will achieve the highest savings for students;

• Ensure that open textbooks or educational materials created using program funds will be freely and easily 
accessible to the public; 

• Require entities who receive funds to complete a report on the effectiveness of the program in achieving 
savings for students; 

• Improve existing requirements for publishers to make all textbooks and other educational materials available 
for sale individually rather than as a bundle; and 

• Require the Government Accountability Office to report to Congress with an update on the price trends of 
college textbooks. 

The Affordable College Textbook Act is supported by U.S. PIRG, Scholarly Publishing & Academic Resources Coalition, 
National Association of College Stores, Association of Big Ten Students, Young Invincibles, American Federation 
of Teachers, National Education Association, Service Employees International Union, American Association of 
Community Colleges, Association of Community College Trustees, UNCF, Creative Commons, Association of Research 
Libraries, and the Association of College & Research Libraries.

Support protection for DACA 
Recipients 
Students United supports the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) policy and believes all 
students are entitled to an equitable academic and 
student life experience with all its benefits.

Students United supports all state university students 
regardless of citizenship and/or documentation status. 

Students United supports universities withholding 
student documentation status in the absence of a 
court order. Students United will oppose any federal 
legislation that prohibits access to higher education on 
the basis of immigration status.

End the Threat to Title IX
Students United opposes recent Title IX changes 
proposed and made by the Department of Education.

New guidance allows universities to change their 
standard of proof in sexual assault cases from 
preponderance of evidence, defined as one having 
to prove it was more likely than not true, to clear 
and convincing, defined as one having to prove it 
was substantially more likely than not true.2 As many 
campus sexual misconduct cases are one person’s word 
against another, the clear and convincing standard 
can be difficult for a victim to prove and renders 
universities’ standard of conduct no different than the 
criminal courts.

The 60-day investigation requirement was replaced 
with the timeframe of “reasonable prompt,” which 
is more ambiguous, while also now allowing for a 
mediation period. Mediation can pressure a victim to 
unwillingly participate and spend time with an alleged 
assailant.3 

Who is Students United?
Established in 1967, Students United is an independent, non-profit organization funded and operated by 
students. Students United serves over 60,000 students attending Minnesota’s seven state universities: 
Bemidji, Mankato, Metropolitan (St. Paul/Minneapolis), Moorhead, St. Cloud, Southwest (Marshall) and 
Winona.

Students United is a strong voice for state university students on the campus, system, state and federal levels 
for 50 years. We are recognized by the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities Board of Trustees as the sole 
representative of state university students in Minnesota.
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