
	
	
	
	
	
 
Students United sees several provisions of the Promotion Real Opportunity, Success, and 
Prosperity through Education Reform (PROSPER) Act as detrimental to students, especially 
low-income, first generation, and minority students.  
 
The PROSPER Act attempts to reform the Higher Education Act (HEA). Since 2008, Congress 
has not revisited HEA, which is on 5-year reauthorization cycle. This has created a need for 
HEA improvements that would better address issues current students of higher education are 
facing. However, the PROSPER ACT changes student borrowing and repayment processes and 
campus sexual assault investigation process that Students United cannot support. The key 
areas of concern are listed below. 
 

• Loans would become unsubsidized 
• The Public Service Loan Forgiveness program would be eliminated 
• Student loan interest rates would increase 
• 1.5 million student aid grants would be eliminated 
• Repayment plans would be reduced 
• Sexual assault investigation processes would change to allow a delay or suspension, 

with no time limits in institutions’ sexual assault investigations or disciplinary 
proceedings in response to a request from a law enforcement agency or prosecutor 

 
The HEA equipped students with essential financial support as they pursued their college 
educations and strengthened the resources used by colleges and universities. The same can 
not be said about the PROSPER Act. Although, there are provisions worth considering in the 
PROSPER Act, in its entirety it would do more to hinder current and future students than to 
benefit them. For this reason, Students United has serious concerns with the PROSPER Act as 
written.   
 
Students United does not support the PROSPER Act as it is currently written. The students of 
all Minnesota State universities highly recommend Congress redraft the PROSPER act in a 
way that benefits and protects all students as they embark on their journey as conscious 
contributors to our country. Please expand student-loan options; preserve the Public Service 
Loan Forgiveness program; and protect the rights of sexual assault survivors on college 
campuses.  
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