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Students United Awards David Cowan the 2017 Outstanding Alumni Award 

 
ST. PAUL, MINN. (Nov. 12, 2017) – Students United is proud to announce two winners 
for the 2017 Outstanding Alumni Awards, David Cowan and Justin Klander. 
 
Cowan graduated from Minnesota State University, Mankato in 1970. During his time as 
a student at MSU, Mankato, he served on the Minnesota State Student Association and 
was a board member for Students United.  
 
Current Students United State Chair and MSU, Mankato student, Faiçal Rayani, said, 
“Mr. Cowan played a key role in establishing our beloved organization and putting it on 
the map. He was also the very first student to testify before the board that would be best 
described as an early version of the Minnesota State System. All of Mr. Cowan’s 
accomplishments were because of his intense passion for helping others through his 
political prowess.” 
 
Cowan has continued serving students at Mankato working at the university for over 45 
years. Currently, Cowan is the Director of Facilities, Chair of the Constitution 
Commission, Manager of student government media and the Parking Director. 
 
Rayani said, “Mr. Cowan is now known in Mankato as a man who can get any job done. 
He still pays his visits to the student government office every week and tries to keep 
involved in student government on the state level and the campus level. I cannot think 
of any man who has dedicated himself more to our cause than David Cowan has.” 
 
Cowan will accept the Students United Outstanding Alumni Award at the organization’s 
50th Anniversary Gala on Friday, November 17th at the James J. Hill Center in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. The event will have nearly 300 students, alumni, partners and supporters in 
attendance and is sponsored by all seven Minnesota State universities.  
 
Established in 1967, Students United is an independent, non-profit organization funded and 
operated by students. Students United serves the students attending Minnesota’s state 
universities in Bemidji, Mankato, Marshall (Southwest), Moorhead, St. Cloud, St. 
Paul/Minneapolis (Metropolitan), and Winona.  
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