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Students United Awards Justin Klander the 2017 Outstanding Alumni Award 

 
ST. PAUL, MINN. (Nov. 14, 2017) – Students United is proud to announce two winners 
for the 2017 Outstanding Alumni Awards, Justin Klander and David Cowan. 
 
Klander served as Students United’s State Chair in 2011-2012 while a student at Bemidji 
State University (BSU).   
 
Jason Fossum, a friend and former employee of Justin’s, said, “I have personally seen, 
and been inspired by, Justin's efforts to improve the lives of those around him. He has 
been a friend and a boss to me over the years and I believe he perfectly exemplifies what 
an outstanding alumnus of Students United should be — a strong, selfless leader, a 
mentor for every student, and a good friend.” 
 
After graduation Klander continued advocating for students. He served for 10 years as 
the Executive Director of LeadMN, which represents and advocates for Minnesota State 
college students. While at LeadMN he significantly grew scholarship endowments which 
increased student scholarship awards. 
 
Klander also stayed connected to BSU, first by serving on their alumni board and now by 
working as an Advancement Officer for the university. His current role allows him to 
engage the nearly 12,000 alumni who live and work in the Minneapolis St. Paul area. 
 
Klander will accept the Students United Outstanding Alumni Award at the organization’s 
50th Anniversary Gala on Friday, November 17th at the James J. Hill Center in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. The event will have nearly 300 students, alumni, partners and supporters in 
attendance and is sponsored by all seven Minnesota State universities. 
 
 
Established in 1967, Students United is an independent, non-profit organization funded and 
operated by students. Students United serves the students attending Minnesota’s state 
universities in Bemidji, Mankato, Marshall (Southwest), Moorhead, St. Cloud, St. 
Paul/Minneapolis (Metropolitan), and Winona.  
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